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Bookpou rri:
Reviews of Books for K-5 Children
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nformational books were an important part of my classroom. Although there were textbooks on various
subjects, it was the individual book on a particular topic that captured the interest of my students. One
ear, when we were studying famous Americans, I brought out several of David Adler's A Picture Book
if ... series (Holiday House). I remember how they caught Matthew's attention, and how he continued
to search for and read as many of these books as he could find. As he enjoyed these books, he also became an
independent and fluent reader.

I

Over the years, I have been privileged to meet several children's informational book authors like Gail Gibbons
and Seymour Simon and learn how they created their unique books. I was impressed with their careful research
and their ability to communicate with children. After listening to them, I had confidence in these authors' ability
to provide accurate information in exciting ways.
Accordingly, for this spring column, I have focused on informational books. Even though the reading levels for
some of these recommendations are more appropriate for older readers, younger students who are interested in
the topics can still enjoy them, especially with the help of a more advanced reader. An asterisk indicates books I
believe may be more appropriate for older readers.

A Collection of Biographies
Adler, David. A Picture Book of Dwight David Eisenhower. (Holiday
House, 2002, $16.95, ISBN 0-8234-1702-6)

Raised in a small Kansas town, Eisenhower grew up to become the
general who led the free world to victory over Adolf Hitler and the
German Army. After retiring from the army, he served as the 34th
president of the United States. Photographs and a list of important
events in his life accompany the text.
Anderson, William. River Boy: The Story of Mark Twain. Illustrations
by Dan Andreasen. (HarperCollins, 2003, $15. 99, ISBN 0-06028400-5)

Samuel Clemens grew up along the banks of the Mississippi River in
the town of Hannibal, Missouri. His boyhood adventures would one
day be immortalized in the stories that he wrote under the pen name
of Mark Twain. This book, with its vibrant paintings, traces Clemens'
passage from childhood to celebrated author and speaker. Anderson
includes a time line of important dates at the end of the book. The
author, William Anderson, writes and lives in Michigan.

Vera Milz is recently retired from teaching second grade at Conant
Elementary School in Bloomfield Hills, Michigan. She is a past president of
the Oakland County Reading Council. If you wish to provide information or
review copies for future issues, please write to Vera at 1750 Woodgate Dr.,
Troy, MI 48083, or e-mail VEMILZ@concentric.net.
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*Atkins, Jeannine. Wings and Rockets: The Story of Women in Air and Space.
Illustrations by Dusan Petricic. (Farrar Straus Giroux, 2003, $17.00, ISBN
0-374-38450-9)
Atkins relates the life stories of female aviation pioneers who dared to challenge
prejudice and sexism. This fascinating collection of biographies chronicles the
lives of famous-and not-so-well-known-pioneers: Katherine Wright, the first
woman to fly in an airplane and Eileen Collins, the first woman to command
a spacecraft. Additionally, the stories of women like Bessie Coleman, the first
woman of color to earn a pilot's license, and Jerrie Cobb, the first woman to
test for astronaut training, remind readers that new frontiers continue to provide
challenges for any and all who dare to dream.

Chandra, Deborah and Madeleine Comora. George Washington s Teeth. Pictures
by Brock Cole. (Farrar Straus Giroux, 2003, $16.00, ISBN 0-374-32534-0)
All of his life, George Washington had problems with his teeth. Starting at age
24, he lost on average one tooth a year. This book, told in rhyme, is based on
Washington's diaries and letters, as well as other historical records. Resources, as
well as a time line of important events in Washington's life, are listed in the back
of the book. This funny tale is bound to capture the youngest reader's interest,
while imparting important information about America's first president.

*Greenfield, Eloise. How They Got Over: African Americans and the Call of the
Sea. Illustrations by Jan Spivey Gilchrist. (HarperCollins, 2003, $16.99,
ISBN 0-06-028991-0)
Eloise Greenfield and Jan Spivey Gilchrist once again combine their
considerable talents to produce a very different type of book. Verbally
and visually they provide profiles and portraits of African Americans
with strong connections to the sea. Some were originally dispatched
by their slave owners to work on ships, but chose to remain sailors
after they were freed. For many of the modern African Americans,
the sea may have been a career choice. Each story, however, depicts
how people are drawn to a seafaring life. The book begins with the
life of Paul Cuffe, a shipbuilder during the American Revolution, and
concludes with a profile of Michelle Janine Howard, the first woman to
be assigned duties as an executive officer of a combat ship in the U.S.
Navy. Greenfield includes bibliographic references as well as a comprehensive index.

Grimes, Nikki. Ta/kin' About Bessie: The Story ofAviator Elizabeth
Coleman. Illustrations by E. B. Lewis. (Orchard, 2002, $16.95, ISBN
0-439-35243-6)
Grimes has utilized fictional voices to transmit factual information about
aviatrix Bessie Coleman. Her story is told as a series of monologues by friends
and relatives who gather to mourn the untimely death of Bessie Coleman and
share their memories of her. Bessie Coleman was the first licensed African
American woman pilot. Born during the time of segregation, she had faith and
determination to overcome the many obstacles in her way before she could reach
her dream of becoming a pilot. Winner of the 2003 Coretta Scott King award for
illustration and the CSK honor award for text, this book is a pleasure to read and
examme.
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Lasky, Kathryn. A Voice ofHer Own: The Story ofPhillis Wheatley, Slave Poet.
Illustrations by Paul Lee. (Candlewick, 2003, $16.99, ISBN 0-7636-0252-3)

In 1761, a 7-year-old African girl was sold to the Wheatley family in Boston.
They named her Phillis after the ship that transported her to America. This child
had an intense passion to learn that was encouraged-highly unusual for the
time-by the Wheatleys. Phillis Wheatley became the first black woman poet in
America when she had a book of her poems published in 1774.
Pinkney, Andrea Davis. Ella Fitzgerald: The Tale of a Vocal Virtuosa. Illustrations
by Brian Pinkney. (Hyperion, 2002, $16.99, ISBN 078680568-4)

A feline fan-the imaginary Scat Cat Monroe-relates Ella's story in a jazzy scatstyle that transports listeners back to Harlem's golden age of rhythm. Beginning
with her success as a 17-year-old in a talent contest at the Apollo Theatre, this
book details her internationally renowned career that lasted more than 50 years.
Brian Pinkney's scratchboard illustrations are as luminous as Andrea Pinkney's
rhythmic text. This books pairs well with the Pinkney's
Duke Ellington: The Piano Prince and His
Orchestra (Hyperion Books for Children,
1998). Bibliographic references as well as
recording sources are listed.
Rappaport, Doreen. We Are the Many: A
Picture Book ofAmerican Indians.
Illustrations by Cornelius Van Wright
and Ying-Hwa Hu. (HarperCollins,
2002, $15.99, ISBN 0-688-16559-1)

Rapport considers the lives of 16 American
Indians in this slim volume. Each story details
an important moment in the person's life. The
book begins with Tisquantum, who taught the
Pilgrims to find and plant food in 1621, and
ends with Sherman Alexie writing a poem 370
years later. References, books, and Web sites are
suggested for further research.
Ryan, Pam Munoz. When Marian Sang.
Illustrations by Brian Selznick. (Scholastic,
2002, $16.95, ISBN 0-439-26967-9)

Awarded the 2003 Orbis Pictus Award for Outstanding Nonfiction for Children,
When Marian Sang is a beautifully and factually presented biography of one
of the world's greatest sopranos. The details of Marian Anderson's success in
Europe focus a spotlight on the prejudice of her own country (in the form of the
Daughters of the American Revolution). Three pages of detailed information,
including a discography, follow the text.
For more information about the National Council of Teachers of English's
Orbis Pictus Award, please visit http://www.ncte.org/elem/orbispictus/2003.shtml
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Winter, Jeanette. Beatrix. (Farrar Straus Giroux, 2003, $15.00, ISBN 0-374-30655-9)

This small biography uses Beatrix Potter's own words, taken from her letters and
journals to reveal her love of animals. It is a perfect little companion to The Tale
of Peter Rabbit and the 22 other books written about the beloved animal friends
of Beatrix Potter's childhood.
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In Ancient Times
Fisher, Leonard Everett. Gods and Goddesses of the Ancient Norse. (Holiday
House, 2001, $16.95, ISBN 0-8234-1569-4)

Ancient Norsemen were known as fearless sailors and warriors, and the gods they
worshiped reflected these same qualities. This book describes the power,
image, and duties of 14 of these gods. A map, bibliography, family tree, and pronunciation guide are found on the end papers.
Hebner, Barbara. Ice Age Sabertooth: The Most Ferocious Cat
That Ever Lived. Illustrations by Mark Hallett. (Crown,
2002, $16.95, ISBN 0-375-81328-4)

Behner takes us back 20,000 years to a time when the amazing
sabertooth lived-virtually in our own back yard! Scientists have
discovered numerous preserved sabertooth carcasses in the famous
LaBrea tar pits in Los Angeles, so we know more about them than
any other prehistoric cat. Information about their appearance, how
they used their deadly jaws, their attack methods, and what may
have caused their extinction are just some of the many topics in
the book. Detailed illustrations; stunning photographs, maps and
diagrams; bibliographic references; and Web sites complete this
fascinating volume.
Logan, Claudia. The 5, 000-Year-Old Puzzle: Solving a Mystery of
Ancient Egypt. Illustrations by Melissa Sweet. (Farrar Straus
Giroux, 2002, $17.00, ISBN 0-374-32335-6)

Set in 1924, this book follows fictitious Will Hunt as
he and his family become part of a team exploring
a real archaeological site called Giza 7000X. The
discovery of a secret tomb is based on actual records,
diaries, photographs, and drawings of a real expedition. Readers can learn the tools and techniques, the
disappointments and thrills of archaeology as they try
to solve this ancient mystery.
Pemberton, Delia. Egyptian Mummies: People from the
Past. (Harcourt, 2001, $18.00, ISBN 0-15202600-2)

By examining the remains of seven mummies from the
British Museum, scientists have reconstructed the lives
and culture of ancient Egyptians. Their appearance, how
they worked, what they ate, and how their bodies were prepared for burial are only some of the many details that are
mentioned. Nearly one hundred photographs accompany
the text. Valuable end-matter-a glossary, bibliography, and
index-complete this interesting and informative text.
Zoehfeld, Kathleen Weidner. Dinosaurs Big and Small. Illustrations by Lucia
Washburn. (HarperCollins, 2002, $15.95, ISBN 0-06-027935-4)

Using a tried-and-true method that relates everyday items to creatures that lived
more than 65 million years ago, Zoehfeld compares dinosaurs to common objects
easily identified by young children. For example, Seismosaurus was longer than
four school buses parked end to end, while a Compsognathus was as small as a
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house cat. The Giganotosaurus had a mouth full of sharp teeth, each the size of
a banana. The accompanying illustrations further students' understanding of the
relative sizes of these ancient creatures.

Science Concepts
Bishop, Nie. Backyard Detective: Critters Up Close. (Scholastic, 2002, $16.95,
ISBN 0-439-17478-3)
Kalamazoo resident Nie Bishop may be best known for
his remarkable photographs in Joy Cowley's
Red-Eyed Tree Frog (Scholastic, 1999). What
few readers realize is that Bishop holds a Ph.D.
in biological sciences-credentials that qualify
him to author this fascinating new volume.
Using his knowledge of insects, reptiles, and
rodents and his considerable photographic skills,
Bishop writes about and illustrates the common
types of creatures that inhabit our backyards. His
double-page spreads are a visual wonderland, and
his writing earned him a spot on the 2003 Notable
Books in the Language Arts. Children of all ages
will be mesmerized by this book.

Branley, Franklyn M. Mission to Mars. Illustrations
by True Kelley. F oreward by Neil Armstrong.
(HarperCollins, 2002, $15.99, ISBN 0-06029807-3)
During the past 40 years, space probes have been sent
to Mars. Based on this information, the book explores
the planet and what might be found there. It describes
a possible journey to Mars and explains how people
could move about and explore the planet. It includes a
Web site to find out more about Mars.

Bradley, Kimberly Brubaker. Energy Makes
Things Happen. Illustrations by Paul Meisel.
(HarperCollins, 2003, $15.99, ISBN 0-06-0289082)
Energy comes from the sun and makes things happen.
There are many different kinds of energy, and it is transferred from one thing to another. Colorful illustrations
and a lively text help young readers to understand how
energy keeps us moving. Several experiments provide
further information.

Harrison, David L. Rivers: Nature's Wondrous
Waterways. Illustrations by Cheryl Nathan.
(Boyds Mills, 2002, $15.95, ISBN 1-56397-968-3)
Rivers provide water for wildlife, plants, and people. This book takes the reader
on a journey from the river's source at the top of a mountain to the place where it
meets the sea. Along the way, the story of what happens is told. At the same time
that Harrison eloquently expresses a plea to protect our rivers, he also explains
our dependence on them.

SPRING

2003

55

BooKPOURRI

*McClafferty, Carla Killough. The Head Bones Connected to the Neck Bone:
The Weird, Wacky, and Wonderful X-Ray. (Farrar Straus Giroux, 2001,
$17.00, ISBN 0-374-32908-7)
German scientist Wilhelm Conrad Roentgen accidentally discovered
the x-ray in 1895 while experimenting with radiation. He looked
down at his hand and was shocked to see his own bones through the
skin. The history of how we learned about x-rays-their danger and
power-is detailed in this comprehensive volume. The author supplements this informational text with numerous photographs as well as
bibliographic references and an index.

Animals, Animals, Animals
Collard, Sneed B. Leaving Home. Illustrations by Joan Dunning.
(Houghton Mifflin, 2002, $15.00, ISBN 0-618-11454-8)
Sooner or later, we all leave home. Some animals leave home as soon
as they are born, while others leave much later. Some hop, walk, fly,
or swim away. This book utilizes a dual text format: lovely illustrations and brief text at the top of each page for younger children,
and more detailed information at the bottom of each page
for older students. Leaving Home is a new addition
to Collard's popular Animal Dads (Houghton Mifflin,
2000) and Making Animal Babies (Houghton Mifflin,
2000).
Conniff, Richard. Rats! The Good, the Bad, and the Ugly.
(Crown, 2002, $15.95, ISBN 0-375-81207-5)
Everything you might want to know about rats can be
frnmd within the pages of this book. Their physical characteristics, types, survival mechanisms, interaction with
humans, and behaviors are just some of the many topics
covered. Conniff also explores some of the myths about
them. Illustrative photographs and an index make this a
comprehensive volume.
Gibbons, Gail. Giant Pandas. (Holiday House, 2002,
$16.95, ISBN 0-8234-1761-1)
Giant pandas are one of the most fascinating animals
on earth. Exciting facts about their characteristics,
diet, lifestyle, habitat, and numbers, accompanied by
Gibbons' trademark colorful illustrations, make this an
informative book for young readers.
*Goodall, Jane. The Chimpanzees I Love: Saving Their
World and Ours. (Scholastic, 2001, $17.95, ISBN
0-439-21310-X)
Using personal narrative, Dr. Goodall introduces readers to
her beloved chimpanzees-their physical characteristics,
family life, communication skills, and how they can be
protected. Photographs, a bibliography, and a Web site
provide further information.
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*Pringle, Laurence. Strange Animals, New to Science. (Cavendish, 2002, $16.95,
ISBN 0-7614-5083-1)
Pringle, winner of the 1998 Orbis Pictus Award for An Extraordinary Life: The
Story of a Monarch Butterfly (Illus. by Bob Marstall, Orchard Books) consistently
pens trustworthy non-fiction for intermediate and middle school students. In
Strange Animals, New to Science, Pringle describes variety of animals recently
discovered by biologists. Learn about animals like the saola, the dingiso, and the
acrobat bird, as well as many others that live in remote and rugged places in the
world. A plea to protect their wild habitats runs through this fascinating text. This
book includes a comprehensive index as well as information about conservation
groups and their Web sites.
Simon, Seymour. Gorillas. (HarperCollins, 2000, $15.95, ISBN 0-06-023035-5)
Nineteen full-color photographs and an interesting text transport readers into
the world of the gorilla. Simon clearly describes how they gather food, live, and
communicate in family groups. The book includes information on conservationists' efforts to protect gorillas' homes and improve the odds of their survival.

Saving Our Earth
Maass, Robert. Garbage. (Holt, 2000, $16.95, ISBN 0-8050-5951-2)
Every day, the world makes garbage. This photo essay follows tons of trash on its
journey from its origin to the landfill. It shows the people and equipment needed
to move, dump, and dispose of the world's garbage. Suggestions for recycling are
given.
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